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Maritime Case Wrap Up



Personal Injury Damages



Damages Available to a Jones Act Seafarer
• Lost income, past and future

• Pain & Suffering

• Maintenance & Cure

But what about…

• Nonpecuniary Damages



Punitive Damages 
The purposes of punitive damages are to punish 
a wrongdoer for the conduct that harmed the 
plaintiff and to discourage similar conduct in the 
future.  Damages may be awarded if the plaintiff 
proves by clear and convincing evidence that 
the defendant engaged in that conduct with 
malice, oppression, or fraud. 



Loss of 
Consortium 

Damages 

1. The loss of love, 
companionship, 
comfort, care, 
assistance, protection, 
affection, society, and 
moral support; and

2. The loss of the 
enjoyment of sexual 
relations or the ability 
to have children.



The Dutra Group v. Batterton
139 S. Ct. 2275, 204 L. Ed. 2d 692 (2019)

“No.” Seafarers cannot recover nonpecuniary damages.

No punitive damages. 

No loss of consortium. 





Status
Who is a Seafarer?





Everyone wants to 
be seafarer!

• McDermott Int’l v. Wilander
• 498 U.S. 337 (1991)

• Chandris v. Latsis
• 515 U.S. 347 (1995)

• Harbor Tug and Barge Co. v. Papai
• 520 U.S. 548 (1997)



• Connection to a vessel 

• Substantial in terms of 
both duration and nature





Sanchez v. Smart 
Fabricators of Texas
997 F.3d 564 (2021)



LOLA



In re Branson Duck Vehicles, LLC, 2019 AMC 2817, 2818.
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